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more, immediately after my Lord's going over, I had showed more readiness than many times I use in like cases. But to conclude, no man hath thought better of my Lord than I have done. I know his virtues, and namely that he hath much greatness of mind, which is a thing almost lost amongst men: nor can anybody be more sensible and remembering than I am of his former favors; so that I shall be most glad of his friendship. Neither are the past occasions in my opinion such as need either reparation or declaration ; but may well go under the title of nothing. Now I had rather you dealt between us than anybody else, because you are no way drenched in any man's humor. Of other things at another time; but this I was forward to write in the midst of more business than ever I had.
If "my Lord" was Digby, as I suppose, the circumstances suit well with the date I have assigned to this letter. For Dighy and Matthew were both at Brussels during the greater part of March. From the beginning of April to the middle of May, Digby was in England and Matthew still abroad. And the letter cannot, if correctly printed, have been written later than April, 1621; for unless "I use" is a mistake for "I used " it must have been written while Bacon still held the seals. Yet we find in it no hint of any personal apprehension; though he was standing on the very brink of such a downfall as has scarcely a parallel in history. Sudden and unexpected reverses of fortune, involving loss of place, power, means of life, and life itself, are common enough. But for a man who believed himself to be setting an example for others to follow, of zeal, integrity, and fidelity in the discharge of all his public duties, to find himself suddenly convicted on evidence which could not but seem conclusive, of corruption in the highest seat of justice, and condemned to serve for the example which all men were here*d so well in the King's favor that he needed no intercessor with him, replied that he thought he did stand very well, but that the best fire will always burn the brighter if it be properly blown.
